HUMPHREY WALWYN by David Hodgson

Humphrey Walwyn

“Orange and Lemons say the Bells of Saint Clements.”
We are all familiar with the nursery rhyme Orange and Lemons, one of
the following lines “You Owe me Five Farthings say the Bell of Saint
Martins” was relevant to a local inhabitant in 1612. ‘Five Farthings’ in1600
would be around fifty pence today.
Humphrey Walwyn was the son of John Walwyn of Brockbury Manor
born around 1558 in Little Malvern.
Humphrey became a member of the Worshipful Company of Grocers in
London in the late 1500’s. He married Pernel Handford in 1598 at Saint
Mary Woolchurch, Haw in London; in 1600 the couple had a son
Humphrey, who was baptized at Saint Mary,
Humphrey died around 1612 and in his will he wished to be buried at St
Martins Church Orgar in London, where three of his children were also
buried.
St Martin’s Church was destroyed in the great fire of London in 1666, but
the tower and part of the nave were left standing. The church was re built
and merged with St. Clement Eastcheap. The church was in the City of
London in St. Martin’s Lane, off Cannon Street.
After the church was restored it was used by French Protestants until
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1820. Most of the remaining building was then pulled down, but the tower remained and was rebuilt in 1851 as the
campanile of St Clement, Eastcheap. The churchyard of St. Martin's remains to the south of the campanile. Sadly
records are only available from 1625 for Saint Martins.
In his will Humphrey entrusted the Worshipful Company of Grocers to carry out a generous bequest. This involved
the building of a Free School in Colwall; later split into The Elms - a fee paying Prep School - and a public Elementary
School. The Elms, still in existence, is the oldest Prep School in the country. Inside the school, remains of the 17th
century School are still to be seen, as well as a number of cannonballs fired in the Civil War. Today the charitable aims
of Humphrey are continued by The Walwyn Foundation.
Humphrey requested the poor children of the parish of Colwall where his father and mother lie buried and the poor
children of Little Malvern where he was born be taught freely without any payment.
Humphrey’s father was John Walwyn and he was buried at Colwall on March 4th 1586. John Walwyn had several
Manors including Brockbury in Colwall, Shelwick near Hereford and Powick.
John Walwyn a wealthy man was also a great benefactor ensuring the poor of the parish of Colwall were looked after.
There are references to Robert Walwyn being Humphrey’s father, this is not so. Robert was his brother who married
Penelope Lygon, daughter of Robert Lygon of Madresfield in 1587. When Penelope passed away she was buried in the
High Chancel in Malvern Priory in 1596. Robert remarried to Elizabeth Westphaling the daughter of the Bishop of
Hereford and had several children, one of whom was a Humphrey, had this been Humphrey the Grocer he would
have only been around 12/ 16 years old in 1614.
The Walwyn pedigree can be traced back to the 14th Century, at one time they were at Hellens at Much Marcle,
Longworth Hall near Hereford and Brockbury. Brockbury and Flapgate were at one time part of Coddington Parish
but are now of Colwall Parish.
There are several memorials related to the Walwyn family, the Humphrey Walwyn Library at Colwall, Walwyn Road
Colwall, and ‘The Walwyn Arms’ at Much Marcle.
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Humphrey Walwyn’s brother Robert inherited the Manor of Newland from his father John. The second son of Robert
was William who was baptised at Newland in 1600.
William Walwyn was a Silkman in London who took the parliamentary side in the English Civil War. He advocated
religious toleration and emerged as a leader of the Levellers in 1647 which led to his imprisonment in 1649.
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In 1617 Humphrey’s widow Pernel married Sir George Gunter, Knight of Rackton, in the parish of Lislewood in
Sussex.

Extract from will of John Walwyn of Brockbury listing some of his children.

“I do give unto my faithful servant, Humfrey Tomkins, twenty-five pounds of current money of England.
And I do freely forgive the use of it unto him for the time he had the use thereof in Trade. I do give our
faithful Servant, John Tucker, five pounds who hath likewise done us faithful and good service. I do give to
my Brother[s] Gabriel, John and James and my Sister Katherine, to make them Rings of Remembrance if they
outlive me, three pounds apiece to each of them. Also to my Sister Joan in the like sort, forty shillings.”
Transcription of part of Humphrey Walwyn’s will listing some of his brothers and sisters.
It is interesting to note that Humphrey would have been around at the time of the Gunpowder Plot.
Also how did he travel to London in the late 1500’s possibly by boat down the Severn?
David Hodgson
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Reminiscences by Barbara Eagles
October 1940

At about 8 o’clock at night there were two huge explosions – our front door was blown half way up from the bottom
and there was a huge blue flash. The door went back, it was fitted with a Woolworths lock a few months before!!
The bombs fell on Knell farmland at the Wyche, killing Walter Powell’s horse. He used it to do the local milk round,
so later people collected money to buy him a new one.
There was a whist drive going on in the Institute under the Church close by, everyone rushed out – some with their
playing cards still in their hands.
At the Wyche a lot of damage was done to roofs and windows in quite a large area. There was a huge hole at Knell
Farm, we went to see it. I have heard it is still to be seen. There was also an unexploded bomb buried in the bank by
the School and Free Church, I think it was exploded later but caused a lot more damage.
In 1942 a German plane was shot down over Malvern Wells. The pilot was captured by the local Home Guard. He
had broken a rib – one of his boots came down in my uncle’s garden in a pear tree. He was taken to Malvern Police
Station, a friend of mine was on duty there, she was a civilian clerk there. She told me he spoke good English and said
he knew where he was as he went to Malvern College!! He was Austrian – they had been going to bomb Liverpool. I
don’t recall hearing what happened to the rest of the crew.
BE
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Future Talks
20 April 2015 AGM
followed by ‘Natural History in Colwall’
By Tim Dixon
th

25th January 2016
Cora Weaver on the History of Malvern Water.

14th September 2015
NB: Cancelled due to ill health
16th November 2015
An Auden/Britten/’Night Mail’ evening.
(Film, Music and Narration)

18th April 2016 AGM
Proposed talk by Ron Shoesmith on Alfred Watkin.

Notice from the Society’s Secretary
Would any member wishing to table an item for consideration at the AGM and/or who wishes to
nominate someone either to serve on the committee or as one of the Society’s officers, please
contact the Secretary __________________ by 6th April 2015. As mentioned by the Chairman at the
meeting on 26th January, new members of the committee would be very welcome.

From the Editor

There are no new articles for our next newsletter,
surely someone must have something of interest?
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